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Immunotherapy for Gynecological Oncology

Dear Colleagues,

In recent years, immunotherapy has been studied as a promising candidate for being the "fourth pillar" in the
treatment of gynecological cancer. Unfortunately, however, no cancer vaccine therapy targeting tumor-specific
antigens has yet been approved in any field, including the field of gynecological cancer, and progress in the
development of such therapies has been slow. In contrast, recently developed immune checkpoint inhibitors, such as
anti-cytotoxic T-lymphocyte antigen 4 antibodies and anti-programmed cell death | antibodies, have attracted
attention because of their dramatic and long-term antitumor effects and have vitalized the development of cancer

immunotherapies.

The response rates to immune checkpoint inhibitors are estimated to be up to 30% for melanoma and approximately
10%-20% tor other types of cancer, except for Hodgkin's lymphoma. These drugs are expensive and may cause
autoimmune adverse events. Future issues related to immune checkpoint inhibitor therapy include the selection of
responders, identification of biomarkers useful for determining the optimal treatment duration and other freatment

details in responders, and development of therapies for patients who do not respond to immune checkpoint inhibitors.

At present, in the field of gynecology, studies are being conducted to evaluate combinations of multiple cancer
immunotherapies and combinations of cancer immunotherapy with chemotherapy, molecular-targeted drugs, or other
treatments. Furthermore, personalized peptide vaccine therapy and personalized T-cell transfer therapy based on
tumor-specific mutant antigens have been studied in some cancer types and histological types associated with various

gene mutations. Thus, cancer immunotherapy can be regarded as a promising therapy in the field of gynecology.
The aim of this special issue of the Journal is to collect new insights on this fascinating topic.
Prof. Dr. Tadahiro Shoji

Guest Editor

Guest Editor(s):

Tadahiro Shoji, MD
tshoji421011@yahoo.co.jp
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Iwate Medical University School of Medicine, Japan

European Journal of Gynaecological Oncology ©2021 IMR Press.
Online ISSN: 2709-0086 Rm. 19C, Lockhart Ctr., 301-307 Lockhart Rd., Wan Chai, Hong Kong



